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Hello to all our Friends and Supporters 

 

 

 
 All the purples - top, black knapweed and bottom, scabious - photos by Jackie Terrett 

 
 

“A Real Oasis” 
Steve Clampin, Assessor for Bath in Bloom, RHS In Your Neighbourhood  

 

An Oasis indeed although our grassland looks more like a tropical savannah 
at the moment! But although yellow and dry, the waving grasses conceal 

small resident mammals and host many a chirping grasshopper. Colour still 
abounds and August seems to be a month of lots of purple flowers; 

buddleia, black knapweed, and hemp agrimony, all enthusiastically visited 
by butterflies and other insects. The white trumpet flowers of the greater 

bindweed also draw in the hoverflies.  
 



 
 All the purples - Willow herb - photos by Jackie Terrett 

 

Berries, nuts and seeds are rapidly ripening with blackberries, elderberries 
and hazel nuts darkening and fattening. Tempting for birds and other 

small mammals – and for the numerous members of the public spotted 
out picking blackberries! 
Pete McSweeney/Anita Breeze 
 

 
Burdock - photo by Jackie Terrett 

 

What to look out for in August 
Keep an eye out for all the above and the teazles and burdock.   

Keep an ear out for robins singing again to re-establish their autumn 
territories and for the loud chirping of grasshoppers in the tall dry 

grasses. 
Pete McSweeney 
 



 
Teazles and ragwort - photos by Jackie Terrett 

 

Bath in Bloom – ‘In Your Neighbourhood’ (IYN) 
“A Real Oasis” 

Steve Clampin, the assessor for IYN, together with Steve Brook Chair of 

BiB, visited the fields for a tour given by the directors and two of our most 
loyal volunteers Jackie and Andrew. IYN is an inclusive, non-

competitive scheme and the annual visit to community projects provides 
advice, feedback and support in developing activities going forward if 

needed. At the end of the tour, we were delighted to hear the assessor 
declare that the fields are “A Real Oasis” – we agree whole heartedly! 

 
 

                                                   Left to right, Jackie and Chris, Steve Clampin IYN Assessor, Anita and Andrew 
 
 

Bath in Bloom (BiB) - Presentations 20 July and 2 August  



The directors were delighted to accept an invitation from BiB to deliver 
presentations on two different days to the judges of the Southwest 

Champion of Champions and the UK Finals of the Britain in Bloom 
competitions.  FLHF have been the recipients of several generous donations 

from BiB so we were very happy to support them in this respect.  The 
directors also attended a lunch with local dignitaries and volunteers of other 

similar organisations and were able to spread the word further about our 
Wild Hilltop Paradise.  

 

 
Common blue butterfly  - photo by Andrew Terrett 

 

Bathscape Footprints 
Pommy Harmer, freelance journalist, radio producer, podcaster and walker 

who was referred to us via Bathscape, recently visited to fields to interview 
volunteers on the creation and maintenance of wildflower meadows. You 

can hear her inspirational podcast about LHF entitled  ‘Meadows, Seeds and 
Yellow rattle - Footprints’, together with other information about meadows 

on Bathscape Footprints here:  footprints.captivate.fm/episode/meadows-
seeds-and-yellow-rattle 

 

https://footprints.captivate.fm/episode/meadows-seeds-and-yellow-rattle
https://footprints.captivate.fm/episode/meadows-seeds-and-yellow-rattle


 
View  over the hills from the Inner field - Peter McSweeney 

 
View over Bath  and waving grasses - photo Jackie Terrett 

 
Meadow Management – Manor Farm Langridge 

Bathscape extended an invitation to three volunteers to attend a Meadow 
Management training afternoon hosted by Donald Macintyre and Jane 

Lipington of Manor Farm Langridge.  In addition to the tea and cakes under 
the trees in dappled sunlight, we were most pleased to know that the 

mowing regime we are carrying out in the fields is a good start and merits 
ongoing discussion.  

 



 
Joe McSorley from the National Trust instructing Dave and Mike how to sharpen their scythes using a whetstone - photo Jackie Terrett 
 
Scything training 

On a Saturday at the end of July you may have witnessed an archaic sight 
as you entered our fields via the gate at Greenway Lane – field hands (aka 

our hardy volunteers!) wielding scythes.  Joe McSorley from the National 
Trust coached us in this ancient skill. We worked from 10:00 in the morning 

to early afternoon with a welcome break for crusts, cheese and ales (we 
wished!).  Are there any advantages to this age-old method of cutting long 

grass?  Best to quiz our volunteers although some say scything is quieter, 
environmentally friendly and fosters much camaraderie!  

 
Localgiving – Once again a Massive Thanks to those of you who have 

clicked the Green Donate Button on our website. Please remember there 

is an option to donate via direct debit so you may give a small sum every 
month, for as long as you wish, rather than a single larger sum.  Thank 

you. 
 

Photo Gallery  
Our Photo Team have again selected a bumper crop of photos to display on 

our website in August. A big thank you to volunteer Jackie Terrett who is 
the author of so many fabulous photos, not only of the Maintenance Team, 

but of many of the glorious flora and fauna seen particularly during this 
summer. Please do enjoy these on friendsoflyncombehillfields.co.uk  

 

https://friendsoflyncombehillfields.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3cd051570d7147f65d8e9568d&id=2216315a86&e=a7ae903883


 
The Rake Up And Grow team tending Tiny Forest 2  - photo Anita Breeze 

 
Volunteering  

Our trusty scythe mower needed to be sent away for two weeks for a bit of 

TLC.  This did have the advantage of giving us the opportunity to tend Tiny 
Forests 1 and 2.  Both forests are flourishing well but to give them the best 

of chances we remove any competitive growth which might deprive them 
of nourishment.  In line with Tiny Forest management strategy this will 

continue until the saplings are three to four years old when no further forest 
management is required.   

 
To support us in this endeavour we were once again joined by the ‘Rake up 

and Grow’ Team who always get through a remarkable amount of work in 
the few hours they are with us.   

 

 
Volunteers managing the removal of hay after mowing - joined enthusiastically by visiting grandchildren - photo Harry Mottram 

 
Our Maintenance Team is now back in action, ‘Mowing like Mad’, in our 

three (rather than two) two-hour sessions each week. One Sunday we 
welcomed three volunteers from Goodgym who ploughed on through the 

rain, raking, removing, and stacking the arisings from the mowing.  



 

 
Hi Ho, Hi Ho, it's off to work we go; ready to mow and rake - photo Jackie Terrett 

 
Please come and join us. We always welcome new volunteers! No previous 

experience is required, it’s great exercise and very sociable! During the 

Summer we meet on Wednesdays and Sundays at the cooler times of 
09:00-11:00. We are also running an evening session on Wednesdays from 

19:00-21:00 for mowing and raking, weather permitting of course!   If you 
or any family or friends are interested in getting involved, please contact 

us at lyncombehillfields@gmail.com 
  

We look forward to seeing you in the fields  
 

Very best to you all 
  

Chris, Maurice and Anita 
  

Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields 
Our Wild Hilltop Paradise 
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