
Bulletin No 21 – June 2022 

 
Hello to all our Friends and Supporters  

 

 
 

 
 

 Buttercups, grasses and glorious colours in the Fields - photos Chris Kinchin-Smith and Anita Breeze 
 

“..Today the fields are rich in grass, 
And buttercups in thousands grow; 

I'll show the world where I have been— 
With gold-dust seen on either shoe.” 
‘All in June’ William H Davies (1871-1940) 

 
 

There’s been an abundance of rain and sunshine over the past 
month.  Although it’s been a bit cooler this week there still is that optimistic 

June feel – the long days and short nights, the warm breeze, the luscious 
greens – all is full of promise.  

 
 



 
First recorded Quaking Grass in the East Field - photo Jackie Terrett  

 

Our fields are packed to the brim with life at the moment. With the mowing 
regime now in its second year, things are starting to change: we are seeing 

many more primroses, quaking grass, cowslips and for the first time, 

cuckoo flowers.  All the shrubs and bushes and trees have exploded, the 
grass seems to grow overnight with the nettle patches around the edges 

hosting up to forty species of insects, so there’s a constant buzzing and 
thrumming on sunny days.  There’s also a lot of bird activity; busy parents 

with greedy fledglings are flying in and out of our bird boxes. So, much 
activity in our fields and all heralding the approaching summer solstice 

marking the longest day on June 21st.   

 

 

Birdsfoot Trefoil flourishing in the East Field; all that strimming has made the difference! - photo Jackie Terrett   
 

 
 

Bat walk 



At dusk on a balmy evening in mid-May, fifteen volunteers, some with 
their families, joined Julia Kennaby of Bathscape in a walk around our 

fields. Armed with our Bat Detectors, and as night approached, we were 

able to identify pips (pipistrelle bats as small as a thumb) and noctules. 
Bat pups are mainly born this month.  There’s just one pup per bat.  It 

was magical experience, very peaceful in the fields as the sun descended 
and with the recent rain releasing all those glorious scents of early 

summer. Thank you, Julia, and once again, we're very appreciative of the 
ongoing support provided by Bathscape. 

 

 

 
Five-spot Burnet Moth - photo Jackie Terrett 

 

Sapling nursery  
Sandra Tuck from MoreTreesBANES recently visited the fields to advise us 

on the nursery for saplings we are creating in a quiet corner of the East 
field.  She shared her knowledge with volunteers and we’ve mulched the 

10m x 5m site and are looking forward to nurturing hundreds of saplings 
when planted in early in 2023. 

 

 

The Nursery site covered with arisings from our mowing; mulching in preparation to plant saplings - photo Jackie Terrett  



 

What to look out for in June 
- Yellow and orange bird's-foot trefoil flowers and oxeye daisies 
- Sycamore and field maple winged seeds developing in the trees in 

hanging bunches 
- Elderberry bushes with discs of creamy white flowers attracting 

beetles and other insects 
- Grasshoppers starting to churr in the tall grass 

- Young birds begging to be fed by parents 
- Bats flying in the evenings 

 

 

Rose Chafer Beetle on Oxeye Daisy - photo Jackie Terrett  

 
Photo Gallery  

There are so many glories to see in the fields this month – and so little 

space here but thanks to our Photo Team, our website displays a different 
Gallery of photos each month reflecting how the fields change during the 

year; the flora, fauna and birds and what the volunteers are working on. 
Please do enjoy these on friendsoflyncombehillfields.co.uk 

 

 

Cricket in the East field - photo Jackie Terrett  
 

 

https://friendsoflyncombehillfields.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3cd051570d7147f65d8e9568d&id=2216315a86&e=a7ae903883


Localgiving 
We are often asked how best to donate to FLHF.  Following a very positive 
recommendation from our friends at ‘More Trees Bath’ and to enable any 

supporters to make donations as simply as possible on our website, we 
have decided to invest in a membership with an organisation called 

Localgiving.  We’ll be going live very shortly and at that time we’ll send 
you separately more information about Localgiving and how to click that 

New Green Button that will appear on our Home Page! 
 

 
Dave raking up the arisings from the mowing in the Inner Field - photo Peter McSweeney 

 
Volunteering 
May and the beginning of June has seen us all with our shoulders to the 

wheel as the first mowing of the fields has begun.  We’re just completing 
the Inner Field.  It’s a very delicate operation as we need to allow the cow 

parsley to bloom as long as possible; it’s home to chiff chaffs, provides 
early pollen for a variety of insects, including bees and hoverflies, and is a 

source of nectar for orange-tip butterflies. 

 
The black and white photo above of volunteers raking the ‘arisings’ is 

wonderfully reminiscent of bygone days; which probably were far from the 
idyllic picture this photo paints. 

 



 

 From left to right, Andrew, Claire, Deborah and Maurice exultant over the skip of ancient rubbish - photo by Jackie Terrett  
 

In addition to numerous other tasks, a small and elite (!) team of volunteers 

under the auspices of Maurice undertook the challenging task of clearing, 

and loading into a skip, all the rubbish from outside the ruined barn by the 
Greenway Lane gate, most of which dated from long before FLHF took over 

the fields. Well done team! 
 

Please come a join us. We always welcome new volunteers! No previous 
experience is required, it’s great exercise and very sociable! We meet on 

Wednesdays 10.00-12.00 and on Sundays 10.00-12.00. During Summer 
and from now on, we are also running an evening session on Wednesdays 

19:00 - 21:00 for mowing and raking, weather permitting of course!   If 
you or any family or friends are interested in getting involved, please 

contact us at lyncombehillfields@gmail.com 
  

See you in the fields  
 

Very best 

  
Chris, Maurice and Anita 

  
Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields 

Our Wild Hilltop Paradise 
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