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After every storm there's a Rainbow! 

     Hello to all Friends and Supporters 

 

Tiny Forests, Mowing and Sowing 

 
….. Stand still. The forest knows 

Where you are. You must let it find you. 

 ‘Lost’ by David Wagoner (1999) American Poet 

 
Tiny Forests 
If our very first Tiny Forest hasn’t found you yet – find it yourself on the secluded 

slope on the North field (Please see the map located at each entrance to the fields).  
You walk along a tiny path surrounded by fully grown trees which opens onto the 
glade where you’ll see our hardy saplings growing so valiantly.  Our volunteers 

have carefully tended the area since the planting in January and we’re thrilled to 
see that after the very wet spring followed by very dry periods that 96.9% of our 

saplings are thriving.  Of course, it’s early days yet but all our tender loving care 
is paying off. 
 

  
January 2021 – final planting October 2021 – thriving forest 

 



So encouraged we are now embarking on site for our second Tiny Forest. This is 
to be located in the West field just on the left as you walk through the gate from 

Beechen Cliff school. Work will begin in early November with planting in the 
following months. 

 
Volunteers 
We’re delighted in the interest a number of companies have expressed in working 

the fields. We’ll have a group of 10 corporate volunteers supporting us in preparing 
the site for Tiny Forest 2.   

 
We’re also very pleased to welcome members of Rake Up and Grow 
https://bathneshealthandcare.nhs.uk/learning-disabilities/rake-up-and-grow/ to 

the fields.  They will initially be tending Tiny Forest 1. 
 

Mowing and Sowing!! 

 
 

 
  

The Chain Gang taking a welcome break from preparing the site in the West field ready to sow Hay Rattle 
seed! 

 
You’ll have seen our volunteers mowing and raking in the fields.  This is the second 
mow this year to reduce thatch and the nutrients that favour grass, and so allow 

wild flowers to creep through.   
 
We’re also preparing two sites in two fields ready to sow Yellow Rattle (or Hay 

Rattle, the traditional name) seed, donated by the National Trust. This is a native 
species and one of the quintessential wild flowers found in fields and meadows 

during the summer months.  It’s often described as the ‘meadow maker’ due to 
its ability to weaken vigorous grasses within a meadow so allowing other 
wildflowers to flourish.  

 

  

https://bathneshealthandcare.nhs.uk/learning-disabilities/rake-up-and-grow/


History of Lyncombe Hill Fields  
 

 
Detail from ‘Panorama of Bath’ by Joseph William Allen, viewed from Lyncombe Hill 

(1833). 
 

On Wednesday, 24th November 2021 from 19:00 to 20:00, the FLHF History 
Group (Sara-Jane Socha, Phil Bendall and Chris Kinchin-Smith) will share their 

recent research in a presentation by Zoom, entitled “Lyncombe Hill Fields - 
Delving Deeper into their History, Ownership and Tenant Farmers”.  The 

presentation will focus most strongly on what is known about some of the people 
who farmed these fields over past centuries. 
 

Widcombe Association will host the presentation in conjunction with the Widcombe 
and Lyncombe Local History Society.  To register your interest and for further 

details please click on the link below: 
https://widcombe-association.whitefuse.net/events/history-talk-lyncombe-fields 

 

RHS Southwest in Bloom and It's Your Neighbourhood (SWIB IYN) 
We are very happy to announce that we have been assessed as level 3, 

‘Advancing’, in the SWIB IYN event we took part in this summer.  This is our first 
year in the fields and we look forward to achieving ‘Thriving’ and ‘Outstanding’ 

over the next years. 
 
Critter Corner – our monthly treat from Jess Pollitt from our Flora and Fauna 

Team 
 

 

https://widcombe-association.whitefuse.net/events/history-talk-lyncombe-fields


 
The Common Carder bee is a regular visitor to flowers as late as November, which 

brings cheer. The queen bees have variable tastes depending on when they 
emerge: spring queens favour gorse, dandelion and comfrey; summer queens 

favour brambles, thistles and foxglove; and autumn queens like ivy and 
Michaelmas-daisies! 
 

Volunteers 
We always welcome new volunteers! We meet on Wednesdays 10.00-12.00 and 

on Sundays 10.00-12.00. If you or any family or friends are interested in getting 
involved, please contact us at lyncombehillfields@gmail.com. No previous 
experience is required, it’s great exercise and very sociable!! 

 

Best wishes to you all and see you in the Fields 
  

Chris, Maurice and Anita 
  

Friends of Lyncombe Hill Fields 
Our Wild Hilltop Paradise 
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